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The Sermon of Fadak or the Sermon of Wilayah?

Mohammad Hadi Ya‘soobi
One-page research brief

Central Question: Does the title “Sermon of Fadak™ convey the full content of
Fatimah al

Zahra’s sermon, or does “Sermon of Wilayah™ better reflect its central message?
Problem and Significance: Given the sermon’s extensive discussion of
monotheism, prophethood, and Imamate, this article reconsiders its familiar title.
The author argues that naming it after the historical occasion of its delivery—the
Fadak dispute—may overshadow its broader message and diminish attention to its
defense of wilayah (divinely guided authority).

Main Themes and Findings: The article presents wilayah as a foundational
principle of religious understanding, drawing on Qur’anic verses concerning the
completion of religion, proclamation, and obedience to those vested with authority,
as well as the traditions of Ghadir, al-Thagalayn, and Manzilah. It outlines
Fatimah’s defense of wilayah after the Prophet’s death through public sermons,
private clarification of Imamate, political protest through her instruction for a night
burial, mourning as protest, visits with Ali and their sons to the homes of the
Emigrants and Helpers to establish the proof, and ultimately giving her life in
defense of wilayah.

Thematic Analysis: The sermon begins with God’s oneness and attributes,
discusses prophethood and the effects of the Prophet’s mission, and addresses
religious rulings, the status of the Prophet’s household, the right to Fadak, and the
community’s deviation after the Prophet’s death. Fadak is presented not merely as
a personal property dispute, but as the setting for challenging a departure from
Imamate and as a symbol of a usurped right and authority. The report about Imam
Musa al-Kazim’s discussion of Fadak’s boundaries and the views of several Shi‘i
scholars are cited in support.

Application and Main Message: The author proposes naming the sermon
according to its purpose rather than only the historical occasion

and therefore considers “Sermon of Wilayah” more accurate. The main message is
that Fatimah’s sermon should be understood as a comprehensive statement of
Islamic teachings and a defense of Imamate and wilayah

rather than simply a plea concerning a piece of land.

Note: This is a one-page summary of the supplied article. Consult the full article
for detailed arguments and historical and hadith references. ()

This text was produced with the assistance of artificial intelligence.
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