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An Ethics-Nurturing Religion in the Fatimid School: Rereading the Fadak Sermon through
Moral Formation

Author: Mohammad-Ali Mobini

CENTRAL QUESTION

What changes should religion and worship bring about in a person’s ethics, conduct, and sense of
responsibility?

PROBLEM AND SIGNIFICANCE

The article distinguishes performing a religious duty from being morally transformed by it. A
person may perform acts of worship without their expected formative effects becoming visible in
behavior and relationships. The author calls this “religiosity indifferent to ethics.” A more serious
danger is “ethics-eroding religiosity,” in which religious symbols or concepts are used to justify
self-centeredness, humiliation of others, or misconduct.

MAIN THEMES

Prayer: freedom from pride — Prayer should draw a person toward servitude to God, humility,
and reverence, weakening arrogance, resistance to truth, and the belittling of others.

Fasting: strengthening sincerity — Fasting trains a person to pause before desires and restrain
immediate impulses. Not every need or desire must dictate action; a person can relinquish a desire
for God’s sake.

Zakat: release from attachment to wealth — Beyond transferring part of one’s wealth, zakat
should lessen excessive attachment to possessions and self-centeredness, while strengthening
responsibility toward others’ financial rights.

Justice: harmony of hearts — Justice is tested when truth conflicts with personal interest.
Applying the same standard to oneself and others helps build social trust and peace.

Imamate: uniting the community — In the article’s reading of the sermon, obedience to the Ahl
al-Bayt and Imamate sustain communal order and protect against division. Self-will and
partisanship should not replace truth-oriented guidance.

THEMATIC ANALYSIS AND APPLICATION

Drawing on the Fadak Sermon’s account of the wisdom of divine rulings, the author outlines a
formative progression: prayer humbles the “arrogant self”; fasting restrains the “desiring self”; zakat
frees the “possessive self” from attachment; justice tests the “self-interested self” against what is
right; and obedience and Imamate call the “self-willed self” toward accepting truth and maintaining
social cohesion. Moral formation thus extends from inner reform to interpersonal relations and the
social order.

MAIN MESSAGE

The measure of religious life is not only, “Have I performed the act of worship?” but also,
“What has this worship done to me?” Has it moved me from self-centeredness toward
servitude to God, from desire-centeredness toward sincerity, from attachment to wealth
toward responsibility, from self-interest toward justice, and from self-will toward truth and
communal cohesion?

Note: This is a structured summary of the article. Consult the full text for detailed evidence,
arguments, and references. ()

This text was produced with the assistance of artificial intelligence.
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